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Textile Interventions
“Garden Palimpsest
“ 2010





Carpet Work, textile

Hand-knotted carpet, (textile intervention)

10ft 6” x 6’ 6”
(126” x 78”)
(Based upon the Palace of Versailles estate, after Abbe Jean Delagrife’s plan of 1746) 
a restored antique Kerman carpet with dyed-wool embroidery.

“Hyde Park, Kashan 1862”
 2010-2011



Carpet Work, textile 
Hand-knotted carpet, (textile intervention) 
11’ 6” x 7ft 8”
(138” x 94”)

(After a Stanford map fragment of 1862) a restored antique Kashan carpet with dyed-wool embroidery.

During the past eighteen months I have produced a pair of re-purposed carpet works that I refer to as “textile interventions”. In “Garden Palimpsest” 2010, I had worked with a team to embroider an image based upon Abbe Jean Delagrive’s rendition of Versailles Palace gardens in 1746: this into an ancient Kerman carpet fragment, some one hundred and fifty years old. This carpet was almost worn flat and the embroidery process was relatively easier than the work that followed. In early 2011, I completed “Hyde Park Kashan, 1862” based on a rendition of a fragment of a Stanford map from 1862 showing part of the great international exhibition of that year: this into a large seventy-five year old Kashan carpet fragment. In this case the carpet was less worn, though not as finely knotted it had a much fuller pile that involved the exclusive use of pliers on the embroidery needles throughout its production. This almost impossible intensity of manufacture imparted unique visual qualities to the resultant work. The lengthy ordeal of production becomes a form of homage to the original making and subsequent life of these antique carpets; almost a pilgrimage of penance toward a deeper understanding of the work. I do not see these western iconic landscapes as obscuring the original rug designs, rather I see them as distantly rooted in the fabric of these garden carpets, growing out of the quintessential landscape beneath. 
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